Dealing with God (Part IV) 



I thought I was finished with this 'Dealing with God' series but He brought to 
my attention this parable of the widow that addresses an important concept 
that I failed to adequately cover in the first three, the importance of tenacity in 
dealing with God and every other aspect of spiritual life. 

There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man: And there was a widow in that city; and she 
came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he 
would not for a while : but afterward he said within himself, 
Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow trouble th me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what 
the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 
Luke 18:2-8 (KJV) © 

I remember when I was a new Christian thinking that God has a good memory so He doesn't need me repeating 
my prayer requests continually. But God does in fact regard the believer who is persistent in their pursuit of Him 
Although we have no leverage of our own when we deal with God, this parable demonstrates the value of being 
both diligent and persistent in our prayer lives. 

Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, 
It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, 
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. Then Jesus 
answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 
Matthew 15:25-28 (KJV) © 

God never wearies of finding the lost sheep, yet we get discouraged and give up so easily. We cannot be 
passive, we don't have that luxury. We must work out our salvation with tenacity, we must relentlessly pursue our 
savior, not only for our needs but for the needs of others. Struggling with God for what we need is putting our 
faith into action (James 2:17 O). 

I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
1 Corinthians 9:26-27 (KJV) © 

To me this imagery of shadow boxing is so appropriate. It powerfully illustrates how some who call themselves 
Christians live their entire lives, never becoming engaged in contending for their faith but just going through the 
motions. Would you get into the ring with Mike Tyson and shadowbox? How can a person honestly say they 
believe and fight the battle in this manner? I believe that these are the lukewarm Christians that Christ will spew 




from His mouth in disgust (Revelation 3:16 ED). 

Jacob's struggle in Genesis 32:24-32 'J is another great example of the attitude that God loves in His people. 
Make no mistake, Jacob's struggle was not just for himself but for every generation that was affected by the 
blessing God bestowed upon him and his descendents. And it was only because of his relentlessness in pursuing 
the blessing that he needed that he obtained it. 

I can sum up this whole message in three oft repeated words that apply not only to dealing with God but so many 
other areas of our lives; Don't Give Up! 



